“Investment in Agriculture of Developing Countries and Perspectives for World
Food and Agriculture until 2050”

Within the activities of the 2009 Agricultural Policy Forum series of the National
Agricultural Policy Center (NAPC) and with the support of the Arab Fund for Economic &
Social Development (AFESD), a seminar was organized on “Investment in Agriculture of
Developing Countries and Perspectives for World Food and Agriculture until 2050”.
Professors Hartwig de Haen and Stephan von Cramon from University of Géttingen in
Germany presented this seminar on 2 September 2009, at the NAPC premises in
Damascus.

The seminar devoted to discuss the recent developments of world food security focusing
on the drivers of future increased demand for food, feed and biofuels; the major
challenges for global food and agriculture towards 2050; and what investments are
necessary to ensure that the world will be able to produce enough food at affordable
prices to meet future needs.

The seminar mainly appraised that progress towards the World Food Summit (WFS)
target of halving the number of hungry people is correlated with growth in agriculture
capital stock. Though the Government expenditure on agriculture plays an important role
in stimulating investment and productivity growth in agriculture, the challenge of feeding
the world can only be met if public and private investment in agriculture increases
substantially.
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