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Dear Reader,

We are pleased to present
you with the first issue of the
Newsletter of the National Agri-
cultural Policy Center (NAPC). We
hope you will find it as informative
and enjoyable as we have intended
it to be. With two issues out every
Year, it opens to you the door to our
Center, established by the Syrian
Government with the support of
the Food and Agriculture Orga-
nization (FAO) of the United Nations
and the Italian Government.

By keeping you on top of
what is going on at the Center,we
aim at stimulating your participation
in our initiatives and to facilitate
your access to useful information
on Syrian agricultural economy
and policies. We hope this will
contribute to promote widespread
awareness on emerging issues of
Syrian agricultural development,
and to enhance dialog among
stakeholders, policy makers, donors
and researchers.

This first issue of the News-
letter presents the steps leading to
the foundation of the Center, its
achievements, activities, and plans
for the future, and a list of the
available and forthcoming publica-
tions.

We look forward to enjoy
your participation in our activities
and receive your feedback.

Identity of NAPC

The challenging long-term
mission of the NAPC is to
be a center of excellence in
research, training and advising
for the sustainable develop-
ment of Syrian agriculture.
NAPC is also promoting the
establishment of a permanent
policy forum to enhance
dialogue on agricultural issues
among stakeholders and policy
makers.

The need for establishing an
institution capable of carrying
out economic and social

research in support of agri-
cultural policy emerged from
the ongoing process of moderni-
zation of the Syrian economy
and, particularly, of its agricultural
sector. In fact, the Syrian
economy, characterized for
many decades by central
planning, has witnessed an
evolution in strategic thinking
and policy regime towards
greater reliance on markets
and increased integration
into the international economic
system.



of the MAAR and highlighted the need for
establishing a specialized institution. To
that effect, Project GCP/SYR/006/ITA,
in its first phase, named "Assistance in
Institutional Strengthening and Agricultural
Policy" and implemented between April
1998 and October 2001, provided the
international expertise required to carry out
policy analysis activities while training a
cadre of qualified staff and providing other
support needed to establish the NAPC.
Detailed information on the activities and
achievements of this project are available
online on the Internet at:

http://www.fao.org/decentralizedoff
ices/syria/GCPITA/index_en.htm

The on-going second phase of Project
GCP/SYR/006/ITA is named “Assistance
for Capacity Building through Enhancing
Operation of the National Agricultural Policy
Center”, reflecting its focus on supporting
the effective functioning and sustainable
growth of the NAPC in its nursing phase
along four main lines: Institutional
Development, Agricultural Policy Analysis
and Aavice, Training, and Statistical
Information for Policy Analysis.
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